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Thank You For Inviting Us!



Tonight’s Scholarly Dialogue

• Provide an overview of
• Parish nursing in Canada

• Our motivation for completing the review

• Review methodology and results

• Discuss potential applications of the results in parish nursing practice 
and education

• Engage in discussion about international research priorities, potential 
research questions and methods



Parish Nursing in Canada

• Parish nurses are RNs with active registration

• Work for a faith community 

• Most work part-time, paid or volunteer

• Number or location of parish nurses in Canada

• Preparation programs

• Parish nurse networks

• Standards and competencies – Canadian Association for Parish 
Nursing Ministry (CAPNM) www.capnm.ca

CAPNM research presentation for Westberg Institute Research Forum April 17 or 18, 2023. .pptx


Our Motivation for Completing the Review



Previous Literature Reviews

▪ Three reviews of parish nurse research:
▪ King M. A. (2004). Review of research about parish nursing practice. Online 

Brazilian Journal of Nursing, 3(1). 10.17665/1676-4285.20044896

▪ Dyess S., Chase S. K., Newlin K. (2010). State of research for faith community 
nursing 2009. Journal of Religion and Health, 49(2), 188–199. 10.1007/s10943-
009-9262-

▪ Dandridge R. (2014). Faith community/parish nurse literature. Journal of 
Christian Nursing, 31(2), 100–107. 10.1097/cnj.0000000000000063



Systematic Reviews vs. Traditional Literature Reviews

https://guides.library.cmu.edu/systematic_reviews



▪ To systematically map the literature underpinning a research area, identifying 
the main sources, key concepts, theories, sources of evidence, types of 
evidence and gaps in the research

▪ Involves “systematic selection, collection and summarization of existing 
knowledge…for the purpose of identifying where there is sufficient evidence to 
conduct a full synthesis or where insufficient evidence exists and further 
primary research is necessary” 



Purpose of the Scoping Review

▪ The review sought to answer the question: 
▪ “What are the characteristics of the parish nursing research literature and 

how can it inform parish nurse practice and research in Canada?”

▪ The team:
▪ explored, critically appraised, and synthesized the PN/FCN research 

literature for its breadth and gaps 

▪ provided recommendations for PN practice and research



Methods

(Arksey & O’Malley, 2005)



Mixed Method Appraisal Tool (Hong et al., 2008)

▪ Qualitative

▪ Quantitative, randomized, controlled 

▪ Quantitative, non-randomized 

▪ Quantitative, descriptive

▪ Mixed methods

http://mixedmethodsappraisaltoolpublic.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/127916259/MMAT_2018
_criteria-manual_2018-08-01_ENG.pdf

http://mixedmethodsappraisaltoolpublic.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/127916259/MMAT_2018_criteria-manual_2018-08-01_ENG.pdf
http://mixedmethodsappraisaltoolpublic.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/127916259/MMAT_2018_criteria-manual_2018-08-01_ENG.pdf


Results

▪ Literature sample themes

1. Practice role of the parish nurse (mapped to CAPNM Standards)

2. Role implementation

3. Program evaluation



Theme One

▪ Professional practice and accountability

▪ Wholistic nursing care

▪ Health promotion

▪ Facilitation of spiritual Care

▪ Communication and collaboration

▪ Advocacy and ethics

▪ Research and evidence-informed practice

Practice Roles 
of the 

Parish Nurse

(CAPNM, 2019)



Group Discussion Question

• How might these results 
inform the education and 
practice roles of nurses?



Themes Two and Three

▪ Role Implementation

▪ Barriers to PN role implementation

▪ Opportunities for PN education

▪ Opportunities for enhanced PN ministry support

▪ Program Evaluation



Group Discussion 
Questions



PN Roles

▪ Findings reveal that PNs play a significant roles in:

▪ facilitating spiritual care 

▪ providing wholistic nursing care

▪ health promotion



Literature Gaps

▪ Significant literature gaps found in:

▪ Understanding how PNs engage in spiritual care, health promotion and 
advocacy 

▪ Understanding how PNs apply ethics and evidence-informed decision-
making 

▪ Research from Canada and non-US countries where care systems differ



Group Discussion Questions

• Do the gaps in research surprise 
you?  Why? Why not?

• What research questions could be 
formulated to address these gaps?

• What designs/methods would 
best answer the questions?



Issues in Nursing and Healthcare in Canada

https://canadiem.org/is-the-canada-health-act-enough/

https://rnao.ca/news/new-report-
nursing-through-crisis-comparative-
perspective

https://www.justice.gc.ca/en
g/cj-jp/ad-am/bk-di.html

Liu et al., 2022



Discussion 
Questions



Our Recommendations for Research

▪ Gaps

▪ Canadian and international 
research

▪ Impact of PN on healthcare 
system and other outcomes 

▪ Ethics and ethical practices

(Institute for Healthcare Improvement, 2023)



Recommendations for Research

▪ Methods

▪ More rigorous methods

▪ Improved reporting of 
methods and findings

https://www.equator-network.org/



Conclusions

▪ Three themes of research in review, emphasis on health 
promotion

▪ Need for improvement in PN education, practice and 
research methods

▪ Direction for moving forward in PN research
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